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Frequently Asked Questions & Answers

Once again, the proprietor of America’s first
superhighway is making history. The Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission’s (PTC) proposed extension of
its Mon/Fayette Expressway system in Allegheny
County, was granted environmental approval in
December 2004 by the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA). As a result, the Selected North Shore
Alternative for the PA
Route 51 to Interstate
376 Mon/Fayette
Expressway Project
has moved into the
Final Design phase of
project development.

The Allegheny County
project is one of four
Mon/Fayette
Expressway projects being designed and built by the
PTC under the authorization and assignment of the
Pennsylvania General Assembly. The 24-mile long
project begins at PARoute 51 in Jefferson Hills Borough
and proceeds northward to a new Monongahela River
crossing between Duquesne and North Versailles. The
highway then splits, continuing northeast to 1-376
(Parkway East) in Monroeville and west to I-376 in the
City of Pittsburgh near Second Avenue and Bates Street,
providing a bypass of the Squirrel Hill Tunnel.
Interchanges are proposed at Route 51 (Jefferson
Boulevard) in Jefferson Hills, Camp Hollow Road and
Richland Avenue in West Mifflin and Dravosburg, PA
Route 837 in Duquesne, East Pittsburgh/McKeesport
Boulevard in North Versailles, U.S. Business Route 22
in Monroeville, Thompson Run Road and Old William
Penn Highway in Penn Hills, I-376 in Monroeville, Sixth
Street in Braddock, PA Route 885 at the Glenwood
Bridge, 1-376 in Pittsburgh, and Second Avenue near
the Hot Metal Bridge.
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During the preliminary engineering and environmental
study phase, the PTC evaluated numerous alternatives
and calculated the impacts each would have if
constructed. Also measured was how each alternative
would perform in terms of the identified needs for the
project. Extensive input was received from the general
public and federal and state agencies participating in
the process. Where adverse environmental impacts
could not be avoided, measures were identified in the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Record of
Decision (ROD) to mitigate (lessen) those effects. The
PTC is committed to ensuring those mitigation measures
are implemented, and to designing a state-of-the-art
model urban expressway that complements the
communities and landscape through which it passes.

The following represent some of the means by which
the mitigation commitments made will become
commitments kept:

® A Project Office has been established in Duquesne,
PA near Kennywood Park to enable the public to
easily access up-to-date project information and have
guestions addressed.

e An environmental tracking system has been
established to monitor the incorporation of mitigation
measures into the Final Design plans and to ensure
that they are completed during construction.

® As Final Design progresses, opportunities to improve
or enhance environmental conditions or quality of life
will be explored, and ideas will be incorporated where
determined to be a reasonable expenditure in the
overall best interest of the public.

® The PTC will coordinate with appropriate federal and
state agencies to finalize wetland mitigation plans
and to fulfill the requirements of the cultural resources
Programmatic Agreement concerning archaeological
studies and historic structures. In addition, the need
for noise mitigation will be reevaluated.



e |n specific communities where numerous impacts are
anticipated, the development of Design Advisory
Teams (DATs) will assist project engineers as they
plan a state-of-the-art facility with innovative aesthetic
treatments and sensitive urban design features.

¢ Right-of-way needs will be determined as promptly
as possible so that affected property owners may
plan accordingly.

® The PTC will work with appropriate federal, state and
local agencies to obtain all permits necessary for
the project.

The following provides additional project information
presented in a question-and-answer format. Additional
information may be obtained by: visiting or calling the
Project Office at 1026 Duquesne Boulevard, Duguesne,
PA, (412) 469-9371, or by logging onto the PTC Website
at: www.paturnpike.com (click on Construction/
Expansion, then go to Mon/Fayette Expressway PA
Route 51 to Interstate 376)

Why is this new expressway being built?
This new toll road is designed to:

e provide safe, efficient transportation improvements
from PA Route 51 to I-376 at Pittsburgh and
Monroeville,

e improve transportation access for the economically
depressed Mon Valley communities,

e encourage redevelopment of abandoned industrial
sites,

e encourage revitalization of neighborhoods and relieve
traffic congestion on local roadways in the southern
and eastern portions of Allegheny County, and

e enhance the regional transportation network.
Today, the local roads through Oakland, Hazelwood,
Squirrel Hill and other eastern City of Pittsburgh

neighborhoods are extremely overburdened. Primarily,
the traffic congestion in these neighborhoods results
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from insufficient capacity of the existing local road
system and commuter traffic diverting to local streets in
an effort to avoid the Parkway East (I-376) backups.

The only limited-access highway from downtown to the
east is the Parkway East with the Squirrel Hill Tunnel
and interchange ramps that do not meet current design
standards. A major portion of the traffic on the Parkway
East is through-traffic between eastern communities and
points north, west and south of the city. High traffic
volume on the Parkway East, combined with drivers
using neighborhood streets to avoid Parkway East
congestion, creates problems with local access, parking,
emergency service access, and vehicular and pedestrian
safety. Also, heavy traffic volume and inadequate truck
access limit the area’s ability to attract new businesses
to redeveloping industrial sites.

What is the current status of this project?

On December 7, 2004, the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) issued the Record of Decision
(ROD) for this project, identifying the North Shore
Alternative as the Selected Alternative. Issuance of the
ROD allows the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission
(PTC) to proceed with Final Design of the Selected
Alternative. The initial phase of Final Design has been
completed. Additional funding is needed to complete
the plans, specifications and estimates from which the
contractors will construct the project, acquire the project
right-of-way and construct the Expressway. Engineers
are coordinating with public utilities and other
infrastructure providers within the corridor. Where
necessary, portions of these facilities will be relocated,
atthe PTC's expense, in advance of construction.

What occurs during the Final Design phase?

The detailed engineering necessary to advance the
project to construction is completed during the Final
Design Phase. Project Team members will be visible
within the project area as Final Design activities are
conducted. Building upon the engineering and analyses
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completed in the Preliminary Engineering and
Environmental Clearance Phase, engineers will continue
to refine the design plans and assess impacts to homes,
businesses and the environment. Right-of-way needs
will be determined so that property can be acquired,
and relocation assistance to displaced land owners/
tenants will be provided. Environmental scientists will
perform studies to identify areas where the Expressway
will cause noise levels to exceed the Federal and State
standards. Where standards are exceeded, engineers
will explore options to lessen the impact (i.e., noise
walls). Archaeologists will explore possible
archaeological sites within the project area. Tests to
determine the stability of the soil will be conducted.
Extensive coordination efforts with utilities, railroads,
government agencies, municipalities and emergency
service providers will take place throughout this phase.
This coordination is essential to ensuring minimal
interruption of community services during Final Design
and construction. Safety features such as signing and
lighting will be incorporated into the plans, and all
necessary permits will be obtained. The Final Design
Phase will result in the development of the Plans,
Specifications and Estimates (PS&E), from which
construction contractors will ultimately build the
Expressway.

For this project the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission
(PTC) has divided the 24-mile project into 13 separate
design sections — each with its own design team
dedicated to that specific section and focused on the
tasks described above. It is anticipated that the Final
Design process will take approximately three to five
years to complete for each design section, with the
earliest right-of-way acquisitions occurring about two
years into the process.

What is the anticipated duration of Final

Design for this project?

All 13 Design Sections are anticipated to have refined
engineering plans completed by the end of 2008 and
submitted to PennDOT and the PTC for Design Field
View approval. However, the remainder of the work to
complete Final Design is dependent on available funding.
Once a funding source is identified, the PTC can proceed
with preparing exact right-of-way plans, acquiring
property and completing the plans, specifications and
estimates for construction.

How can the public stay informed during

Final Design of the project?

During the Final Design phase of the project, the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission (PTC) is
implementing an extensive public outreach program. A
project office has been established near Kennywood
(see detailed information below), where the latest design
plans can be viewed, right-of-way acquisition information
will be available and team members can answer
guestions and provide other information. In addition,
information will be posted on the project website
(www.paturnpike.com/monfaysb), press releases will
be issued, and other mechanisms to inform the public
will be employed as appropriate. You may also obtain
information by calling the project’s toll-free number:
1-800-585-2996.

Project Office:

1026 Duguesne Boulevard
Duquesne, Pennsylvania
Phone: 412-469-9371
Fax: 412-469-9387

*Hours of Operation:
Monday through Friday — 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
*additional hours available by appointment



If the Turnpike Commission needs to

acquire my property , business or residence
for the project, what should | know about

the right-of-way acquisition process?

The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission (PTC) will
provide the full measure of just compensation to all who
are entitled under the law. In some instances, the PTC
will have to acquire 100 percent of a given property. In
other cases, the PTC will need only portions of a
property. There are numerous protections afforded to
individuals (renters as well as owner/occupants) and
businesses that will be displaced. The PTC is required
to purchase right-of-way at fair market prices and if
relocation is necessary, the PTC works directly with
property owners and tenants so that they can move to
desirable locations with as little inconvenience as
possible. A PTC right-of-way representative will contact
residents (including tenants) and property owners if it
is necessary to acquire their property. Information on
right-of-way acquisition is available at the Project Office
in the form of a publication entitled “Property Owners
and Tenants Guide”. In addition, the PTC will open one
or more right-of-way field offices in the project area to
ensure that assistance and information will be easily
accessible during the right-of-way acquisition phase.
The PTC purchases all property in accordance with the
Uniform Relocation and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970, as amended, and the PA Eminent
Domain Code of 1964. A copy of the publication,
“Property Owners and Tenants Guide,” explaining the
policies and procedures for the acquisition process is
available for download at the project website at
www.paturnpike.com/monfaysb.

If my property is to be acquired, when will

that acquisition take place?

In the early stages of Final Design, the engineers refine
the details of the highway design. As part of this effort,
they identify those properties that need to be acquired
in total and those where partial acquisition is necessary.
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Right-of-way acquisition will not begin until a funding
source is identified and right-of-way plans are completed
and approved. Because of the magnitude and complexity
of this project and the number of acquisitions required,
it will take several years to contact all property owners
and acquire all necessary property.

How will the Expressway be designed to

lessen impacts to specific communities?

The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission (PTC) is
committed to working as a partner with all affected
municipalities to mitigate (lessen) the project impacts
on neighborhoods, reinforce community identities, and
support ongoing redevelopment efforts. A mitigation
tracking system has been established to ensure that
commitments made in the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) are
integrated into the design plans and are ultimately
constructed.

What are Design Advisory T eams?

The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission (PTC) is
committed to building a state-of-the-art Expressway that
integrates innovative design features and aesthetic
treatments into the design to minimize visual and other
impacts throughout the project area. In the project’s
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), the PTC
identified five communities that would require additional
coordination during Final Design due to their uniquely
sensitive design features, potential effect on community
cohesion and the high number of impacted properties.
These communities include: Dravosburg; Turtle Creek;
Braddock/Rankin/Swissvale; Nine Mile Run (including
Duck Hollow); and Glenwood to Bates (including
Hazlewood and Oakland).

Each DAT consists of community members that
represent a balance of project-related interests and
concerns within the local project area. Interests and
concerns represented on the DAT include residential,
local government, business, environmental, civic and
economic growth.
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The primary role of each DAT member is to enhance
the exchange of information and opinions between the
community and the design professionals by providing
input throughout the process that reflects the general
sense of the group they represent and by relaying
appropriate information back to their communities. DAT
members will make decisions that reflect the
perspective of the community they represent.

The PTC will coordinate with the DATs to obtain input
and advice on design features that address community
issues. In addition, the DATs will consider enhancement
measures such as trails, landscaping, pedestrian
access, bridge features, parks, lighting, parking areas
and other features. Appropriate enhancement measures
that are mutually agreed upon by the DATs and the
PTC will be incorporated into the project plans during
the Final Design phase. Visit the DAT website at
www.paturnpike.com/monfaydat to find more
information about the DATS.

Will the Expressway reduce property values

of residential and commercial sites?

Overall, the Expressway should have a positive effect
on property values. In general, properties with
convenient access to interstate and primary arterial
roadways are desirable and increase in value compared
to similar properties lacking efficient highway access.

Will the Expressway increase noise in
residential neighborhoods?

As part of the project Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) studies, noise monitoring and predictive modeling
were done for properties that would be in close proximity
to the proposed roadway. Those studies indicated the
project, in general, would not produce noise levels
exceeding federal and state noise criteria. These noise
investigations will be revisited as part of the Final Design
process. Where noise criteria are determined to be
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exceeded, the PTC will investigate noise abatement
options and incorporate them into the project design
where they are found to reduce noise and provide a
substantial benefit at a reasonable cost.

How will the Expressway affect

Monongahela riverfront access and trails?

The Selected North Shore Alternative creates
opportunities for development without affecting existing
riverfront access. The North Shore Alternative will also
accommodate all riverfront trails proposed within the
project area.

How will the Expressway affect Nine Mile

Run, Summerset at Frick Park, and the
proposed L TV development site in
Hazelwood?

The Expressway design will be compatible with all
projects involving the restoration or future enhancement
of Nine Mile Run near its mouth at the Monongahela
River. The Expressway crosses Nine Mile Run on
elevated structures near the CSX Railroad tracks to
minimize noise and visual impacts, address concerns
about aesthetics, and provide unrestricted access to
the Monongahela River.

Additionally, the Expressway design provides the
residential development of Summerset at Frick Park with
continued scenic views of the Monongahela River Valley.

The Selected North Shore Alternative will provide access
to Hazelwood and the former LTV development site via
interchange ramps at the north end of the Glenwood
Bridge, Hazelwood Avenue, and near the intersection of
Second Avenue and Greenfield Avenue. The elimination
of at-grade railroad crossings and the construction of
new local streets behind the business district on Second
Avenue and within the LTV site will encourage Hazelwood
development efforts. Further, coordination is ongoing with
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ALMONO LLP, the entity that currently owns the site
and has the lead role in its development, to integrate
the plans for the Expressway into the economic/
community planning process that ALMONO is
conducting.

Will the Expressway ease traffic congestion

on the Parkway East and through the

Squirrel Hill T unnel?

The Expressway will attract traffic from local streets
and provide an alternate route to the Parkway East
(1-376) through the Squirrel Hill Tunnel. Based on traffic
projections provided by the Southwestern Pennsylvania
Commission (SPC), studies estimate that the
Expressway will reduce the length of rush-hour traffic
backups at the tunnel by up to 75 percent over what it
will be without the Expressway. Also, the Expressway
will help reduce the frequency of backups by
approximately 50 percent.

Will the Expressway bring more traffic into

City of Pittsburgh neighborhoods?

Traffic is expected to be reduced in Pittsburgh
neighborhoods because the Expressway will attract
through-traffic from local streets. Also, trucks currently
using local streets because of Squirrel Hill Tunnel
restrictions on vehicle size and hazardous materials will
be able to use the Expressway, avoiding neighborhood
streets and commercial districts.

Will the Expressway cause deterioration of

air quality along the corridor?

Air quality in the region is not expected to deteriorate
as aresult of the Expressway. A micro-scale air quality
analysis was conducted to examine potential effects
that the Expressway may have on air quality, particularly
carbon monoxide concentrations. None of the predicted
carbon monoxide concentrations are projected to exceed
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. The
proposed Expressway project conforms to the Clean
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Air Act Amendments since the project is included in the
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRP), which was adopted
by the SPC in June 2002. The SPC uses all projects
listed in the latest LRP for its air quality transportation
conformity data analysis. The Transportation Conformity
Plan was adopted by the US Department of
Transportation (Federal Highway Administration and
Federal Transit Administration) in September 2002.
Therefore, the Expressway’s anticipated regional effect
on air quality has been taken into consideration and
determined to be acceptable.

How is the Expressway being funded?

The Mon/Fayette Expressway Projects are currently
being funded from three sources. These three sources
include the Oil Franchise Tax enacted in 1991 which
allocates 14% of the 55 mill increase to the Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission (PTC) for Act 61 projects, the
Motor Vehicle Registration Fee enacted in 1997 which
sets aside a fixed sum of $28 million per year for Act 61
projects, and Federal funds that are earmarked in federal
transportation legislation acts for these projects.
Pennsylvania State legislation permits the PTC to issue
bonds backed by the state annual revenue sources to
enhance and leverage the income.

The PTC continues to pursue additional state funding,
federal earmarks and/or public/private partnerships to
complete the existing phases and to initiate construction
of the PA Route 51 to I-376 Project.
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